Census in Schools Program Asks American Indian Students to Weigh in on Future

In the most ambitious campaign yet to ensure every individual living in the U.S. is counted in 2010, the U.S. Census Bureau is asking California educators to reach out to K–12 students in California Indian schools via the Census in Schools program.

"Children have been under-counted in the census since it began in 1790," said U.S. Census Bureau Regional Director James T. Christy. "We hope this approach will empower youth in every community, on or off tribal reservations, with knowledge of civic responsibility that enables them to encourage their families to participate in the census."
The census, a decennial count of people of all ages, races and ethnic groups living in the U.S., helps the federal government determine how to allocate nearly $400 billion worth of spending across state and local governments. Such spending includes funding toward new schools, after-school programs, sports leagues, parks, child healthcare facilities, extracurricular activities and new roads — all of which affect the quality of education for California Indian children living on reservations, in urban areas and outside tribal jurisdictional boundaries.
According to the National Indian Education Association (NIEA), lack of historically accurate and culturally sensitive curricula often present in public schools plays a significant role in increasing the already large high school dropout rate present among American Indian youth, as well as perpetuating a cycle of poverty that can undermine the success of other federal programs. Ensuring every California Indian is counted can help increase funding for the schools they attend, improving their quality of education and chances at pursuing higher education. It can also increase equal job opportunities and the amount they contribute to the nation's economy through employment and spending in off-reservation businesses.
The "2010 Census: It's About Us" school program takes full advantage of the Internet by providing online and print resources such as maps and teaching guides in 28 different languages to help tribal school teachers, as well as teachers in the approximately 9,900 California public, private, charter and home schools, weave the census into their lesson plans. Teachers also are encouraged to help the state's 6 million students eliminate the undercounting of youth by recognizing Census Day on April 1 — the deadline for households across the nation to return census forms mailed in March.
With only 10 questions, the 2010 census is one of the shortest in history. Census officials estimate that the form takes only 10 minutes to fill out — that's 10 minutes to potentially help secure funds for local schools. For more information about the 2010 census and the Census in Schools program, visit www.census.gov/schools.
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